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Operational Improvement 1A

Implementation at 25 November 2004

35 States out of 40 ECAC States (Iceland is not included) + Belarus,
now have Class C Airspace above FL 195

The UK indicates implementation likely to be after Spring 2006

Azerbaijan possible in 2005 

Cyprus uncertain of date

Greece and Turkey have not given any indication at all
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OI-1A - Airspace Classifications Before 27 November 2003 
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OI-1A - Airspace Classifications post 31 January 2005 
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Current Distribution of Airspace Classifications Below FL 195
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Whatever changes are required in a State must satisfy rigorous 
safety assessment.

The extent and nature of those changes will be determined by a       
comparison of today’s airspace arrangements vs the future 
harmonised structure.

Different States will have differing degrees of change.

Safety is Paramount
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Classification should observe current level of safety and whenever 
possible improve it.

Classification should be based on airspace users’ requirements.

Classification should allow operations on a permissive or conditional  
basis rather than requiring individual exemptions to airspace 
class access criteria.

Classification should consider requirements for ATS provisions in 
terms of knowledge of traffic (intentions and/or position).

Classification should consider level of differences for ATS provisions 
to IFR controlled VFR and non-controlled VFR flights in the 
airspace below FL195.

Criteria/Principles for a Harmonised Classification of ECAC Airspace
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General Aviation VFR Activity
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The Known Traffic Environment

is an environment within which all traffic is known to ATS, both with 
position and with flight intentions.

Continuous two-way communication is always required
A Transponder is always required
All traffic is subject to an ATC Clearance 

The Unknown Traffic Environment

is an environment within which not all traffic is known to ATS.

Continuous two-way communication is not always required
A Transponder is not always required
Traffic is not always subject to an ATC Clearance 

The Known and Unknown Traffic Environments
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Proposed to rationalise Lower Division Levels to 
around the three most widely used Flight Levels.

To produce large homogenous volumes of airspace 
with a common Lower Division Level for each.

Where appropriate, to encourage States to conform 
to the Lower Division Level in their region.

Apart from local variations due to high terrain, it is 
proposed that there will be 3 Initial Lower 
Division Levels:

FL 95, FL 115 and FL 195

Rationalisation of Regional Lower Division Levels
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Between FL 195 and the Lower Division Level:

Class C and Class D

Below the Lower Division Level to the Surface:

Inside the Known Traffic Environment:

Class C and Class D

Within the Unknown Traffic Environment:

Class G and Class E

Simplification of Application of Airspace Classifications



14

Simplification of Application of Airspace Classifications - 2

At ANT 34 in June of 2004 it was agreed that:

In recognition of ATC operations in high density, high 
complexity TMAs, it is accepted that, if so justified, States 

may designate high density, high capacity TMAs with 
a more restrictive Classification. 
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• August  2001 - Questionnaire to all States & User Organisations

• January 2002 - 2nd Airspace Management Workshop

• October 2002 - 3rd Airspace Management Workshop

• April to September 2003 - Stakeholder Focus Group Meetings:

General Aviation, Sporting and Aerial Work Representatives
IFALPA & IFATCA
Commercial Aviation / IFR Operators
Military Aviation
Air Traffic Service Providers / Regulators - widespread CAS already
Air Traffic Service Providers / Regulators - background of uncontrolled 

airspace

Consultation so far Undertaken
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Proposed VFR Access Rules Below FL 195

Between FL 195 and the Lower Division Level

General Air Traffic VFR flights will be authorised:

In Reserved Airspace (Temporary Segregated Airspace or its equivalent) 
or

In accordance with an ATC Clearance and any other specific arrangements 
that may be required by the appropriate ATS authority.



17

Proposed VFR Access Rules Below FL 195

Within the Known Traffic Environments between the Lower Division Level 
and the Surface -

General Air Traffic VFR flights will be authorised:

In Reserved Airspace (Temporary Segregated Airspace or its equivalent) 
or

In accordance with an ATC Clearance and any other specific arrangements 
that may be required by the appropriate ATS authority
or

In a corridor of airspace established, either permanently or temporarily,  
for the use of an aircraft flying under VFR
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European Commission – Single European Sky

Restructuring airspace:

Establishment of Functional Airspace Blocks

Establishment of European Upper Flight Information Region (EUIR) above 
FL 285

Development of rules on Flexible Use of Airspace

Development of rules on Airspace Classification

Development of rules on airspace design (Route and Sector design)

Development of rules on air traffic flow management
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The Airspace Design Mandate

Develop Draft Implementing Rules for:

Part 1 – The harmonisation of Airspace Classification in    
Upper Airspace (above FL285).

- ATS Route and Sector Design

Part 2 – The harmonisation of Airspace Classification in 
the Lower Airspace, on a gradual and    
progressive basis. 
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Airspace Design Mandate - Upper Airspace

Harmonised Airspace Classification - Article 3
Draft Implementing Rules 

“Member States shall designate and classify airspace above FL285
as Class C airspace, as defined by 2.6.1 of Annex 11 to the 
Convention on International Civil Aviation.” 

“Member States shall, in accordance with 4.5 of Annex 2 to the 
Convention on Civil Aviation authorise General Air Traffic VFR 
flights, above FL285 only in an airspace reservation.” 
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Airspace Design Mandate - Timescales

Part 1     Final Report to EC on 31 December 2004

Part 2     Final Report to EC by May 2005
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Airspace Design Mandate Airspace Below FL285

Draft Implementing Rules are under development.

Informal consultation workshop took place on  17 
January 2005.

Formal consultation using the ENPRM
process undertaken 31 January - 11 March 2005
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Airspace Design Mandate Airspace Below FL285

Outcome of ENPRM process

Areas of concern:

Division at FL95
Potential for proliferation of Known Traffic Environment
Need for guidance / criteria to determine high density / high 
complexity airspace
Need to accommodate variations to Known Traffic Environment 
airspace classifications
Lack of GA VFR access to Known Traffic Environment airspace
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Airspace Design Mandate Airspace Below FL285

Way Forward

Outcome of formal ENPRM consultation being analysed

Findings of ENPRM analysis to be discussed with European 
Commission

Need for any further consultation under consideration 
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End of Presentation


